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JULY 1939 AND THE RED FOX IS ON THE RUN! 

 

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY, BROUGHT TO YOU BY THIS STATION AND THE SAVE 

TEXAS HISTORY PROGRAM OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

 

JULY 26, 1939. HULL, NEAR BEAUMONT. SHORTLY AFTER NOON, THOMAS J. 

GOLEMON AND ANOTHER MAN WALK INTO THE HULL STATE BANK. IT’S A HOLD 

UP! LOCKING TWO WOMEN IN THE BANK VAULT THE ROBBERS MAKE OFF WITH 

12,000 IN CASH. 

 

SIX MONTHS LATER GOLEMON IS CAUGHT, BUT JUMPS BOND AND ESCAPES INTO 

THE NEARBY SWAMPS. HE GOES ON A CRIME SPREE, STAYING ONE STEP AHEAD OF 

THE LAW. DUBBED THE RED FOX OF THE BIG THICKET, GOLEMON BECOMES A 

LEGEND. 

 

AFTER A MASSIVE MANHUNT, THE RED FOX IS CORNERED AT HIS PARENTS’ HOME 

WHERE HE DIES IN A HAIL OF GUNFIRE. 

 

THOMAS GOLEMON BECAME THE RED FOX 73 YEARS AGO, THIS WEEK IN TEXAS 

HISTORY.  

 

LEARN MORE AT SAVETEXASHISTORY.ORG OR CALL 800-998-4GLO.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steven Gouldman, "GOLEMON, THOMAS JEFFERSON," Handbook of Texas Online 

(http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fgo33), accessed July 12, 2012. Published by the Texas State 

Historical Association. 
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